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ICS Study on Protectionism in Maritime 
Economies

• Identifies trade restrictive measures 
and quantifies benefits of liberalisation 

• Provides four potential scenarios for 
reform

• Develops new Protectionism in 
Maritime Economies (PRIME) Index and 
individual country profiles 



All countries stand to gain from a reduction of maritime protectionism regardless of 
economic development

World Map of real GDP increase under Study’s reform ‘Scenario 1’, i.e. All countries reduce their levels of trade restrictions by 50%



Equal focus must be given to reducing Tariff and Non-tariff Barriers



Combination of Domestic and Multilateral reform needed to tackle restrictions

Note: ‘Modes’ refers to the means by 
which services are provided and 
regulated (defined in WTO GATS).

Mode 1 = cross-border supply of 
services, e.g. A foreign-owned 
shipping firm may seek to supply its 
services in another market.

Mode 3 = Commercial presence (i.e. 
foreign direct investment), e.g. An 
investor may seek to establish a 
permanent office for a shipping 
company in a foreign market.



Global Ranking: The ‘PRIME Index’ and ‘PRIME Scores’



The ‘PRIME Index’ Criteria



Average PRIME Components by Region
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Country Profiles



Accessing the full Study

• Complimentary copies available on request, please contact 
publications@ics-shipping.org

• eBook version is available to purchase online via Witherby 
Publishing Group’s Witherby Connect.

• For more information regarding the Study including the 
Summary Report, please visit the ICS website: 
https://www.ics-shipping.org/

mailto:publications@ics-shipping.org
https://www.witherbyconnect.com/
https://www.ics-shipping.org/


THANK YOU

(Feedback and Q&A)

www.ics-shipping.org
@icsshipping
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